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COMMEMORATING THE 33RD ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE TAIWAN RELA-
TIONS ACT 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 33rd anniversary of the enact-
ment of the Taiwan Relations Act. 

Since the end of World War II, the United 
States and Taiwan have fostered a close rela-
tionship that has been of enormous strategic 
and economic benefit to both countries. When 
the United States shifted diplomatic relations 
from Taiwan to the People’s Republic of China 
in January 1979, Congress moved quickly to 
pass the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) to en-
sure that the United States would continue its 
robust engagement with Taiwan in the areas 
of commerce, culture, and security coopera-
tion. With President Carter’s signature on April 
10, 1979, this important and lasting piece of 
legislation became the Law of the Land and 
served as the statutory basis for U.S.-Taiwan 
relations going forward. 

After 33 years, the TRA still stands as a 
model of congressional leadership in the his-
tory of our foreign relations and remains the 
cornerstone of a very mutually beneficial rela-
tionship between the United States and Tai-
wan. Through three decades marked by mo-
mentous social, economic, and political trans-
formations, Taiwan has remained a trusted 
ally of the United States that now shares with 
us the ideals of freedom and democracy. The 
foresight of the TRA’s drafters in providing that 
‘‘the United States will make available to Tai-
wan such defense articles and defense serv-
ices . . . to enable Taiwan to maintain a suffi-
cient self-defense capability,’’ and affirming 
‘‘the preservation and enhancement of the 
human rights of all the people on Taiwan’’ as 
explicit objectives of the United States, has 
contributed in large measure to make Taiwan 
what it is today—a vibrant, open society gov-
erned by democratic institutions. 

Though the people of Taiwan now enjoy 
fundamental human rights and civil liberties, 
they continue to live day after day under the 
ominous shadow cast by over 1400 short and 
medium-range ballistic missiles that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China (PRC) has aimed at 
them. The PRC persists in claiming Taiwan as 
a ‘‘renegade province,’’ refusing to renounce 
the use of force to prevent formal de jure inde-
pendence, even codifying its right to military 
action via passage of the so-called ‘‘Anti-Se-
cession Law’’ on March 14, 2005. The United 
States Congress strongly condemned the 
‘‘Anti-Secession Law’’ in House Concurrent 
Resolution 98, passed on March 16, 2005. 

The TRA affirmed that the United States’ 
decision to establish diplomatic relations with 
the People’s Republic of China was based on 
the expectation that the future of Taiwan 
would be determined by peaceful means. Fur-
thermore, it stipulates that it is the policy of 
the United States ‘‘to consider any effort to de-
termine the future of Taiwan by other than 
peaceful means . . . a threat to the peace 
and security of the Western Pacific area and 
of grave concern to the United States.’’ The 
unambiguous and principled stance contained 
in these provisions has been instrumental to 
the maintenance of peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait for more than thirty years. 

I therefore invite my colleagues to join me in 
commemorating the 33rd anniversary of the 

TRA, to further underline our unwavering com-
mitment to the TRA and our support for the 
strong and deepening relationship between 
the U.S. and Taiwan. 
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TO AMEND THE WAGNER-PEYSER 
ACT TO INCLUDE THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS IN THE EM-
PLOYMENT SERVICES PROVIDED 
UNDER THAT ACT 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing 
a bill that will allow the Northern Mariana Is-
lands to be eligible for Employment Service 
Programs by amending the Wagner-Peyser 
Act of 1933, as amended by the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998. 

The Employment Service Programs provide 
funds to establish a nationwide system of pub-
lic employment offices and One-Stop Career 
Centers across the United States. These cen-
ters have successfully connected millions of 
job seekers with employers throughout the 50 
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, and Guam. The legislation 
I am introducing today, in remedying the statu-
tory absence of the Northern Mariana Islands 
from the definition of ‘‘State,’’ will allow for the 
expansion of the federal Employment Service 
network to the NMI, thereby contributing to 
both the local and National economy by sup-
porting the development of an experienced, 
motivated, and most importantly, employed 
American workforce. 

Should the Commonwealth government 
choose to apply for this grant, the funds could 
be used to stand up One-Stop Centers in the 
NMI that would help those searching for work 
find jobs and help local employers find quali-
fied workers. These Centers provide services 
that have a proven record of success in hun-
dreds of locales throughout the United States. 

Our national economy is still pulling itself 
out of the deepest recession since the 1930s. 
The economy in the NMI is in even worse 
condition, however, with declines in GDP 
every single year since 2004. This bill pro-
vides for the possible extension of a federal 
program that is helping address unemploy-
ment around our Nation to the one place, per-
haps, that needs help the most, the Northern 
Marianas. 

The employment services the Wagner- 
Peyser programs provide have proven effec-
tive in facilitating the connection between the 
employers’ demand for employees and the 
labor market’s abundant supply of a willing 
workforce. That is why I ask my colleagues to 
support this bill. 

We have to do more in this Congress for 
U.S. workers. This is not a new program. This 
is not a fundamental amendment to the intent 
of the Act. This bill merely offers equal treat-
ment to the Northern Marianas in giving them 
the chance to access funding to support our 
local businesses and workers in need. 

TRIBUTE TO MARYK ELLIOTT- 
PARHAM 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize MaryK Elliott-Parham, who is retir-
ing after more than two decades of service to 
Oregon’s First Congressional District. For the 
past 27 years, MaryK has dedicated herself to 
the people of Northwest Oregon, ensuring that 
constituents always had a direct and meaning-
ful connection to their government. Her tireless 
work and positive demeanor were a consistent 
inspiration to staff and citizens alike. 

MaryK is a lifelong Oregonian, and grad-
uated from Portland State University in 1978. 
She began her Congressional career as a 
caseworker for Representative Les AuCoin. 
Her efforts on behalf of constituents soon led 
to her promotion to lead caseworker. She built 
a staff that was renowned for its commitment 
to service. 

During the 104th Congress, MaryK became 
district director for Representative Elizabeth 
Furse, a position she held up to the 112th 
Congress. She led the office, working day and 
night through the devastating storms and 
floods of 1996 and 2007, providing a critical 
access point to government assistance for 
constituents who had lost their homes and 
livelihoods. She was also known for her out-
standing organizational efforts, helping mem-
bers of Congress reach out to their constitu-
ents, developing detailed schedules and track-
ing every town hall and every visit to schools, 
businesses and community gatherings to be 
sure every community had access to its rep-
resentative. 

The loyalty and hard work of the staff and 
alumni of the First District are a testament to 
MaryK’s management and leadership skills. 
Her first priority was always getting the job 
done for constituents, but her kindness and 
care for staff, especially in difficult times, cre-
ated a network of people across the state, 
country, and globe who consider her part of 
their family. 

On behalf of the constituents and staff of 
Oregon’s First Congressional District, I want to 
congratulate MaryK on her retirement and 
wish her and her family all the best. 

f 

REMEMBERING AND HONORING 
THE LIFE OF SERGEANT FIRST 
CLASS FREDERIC NICHOLAS 
MOSES 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Sergeant First Class Fred-
eric Nicholas Moses. A combat decorated vet-
eran who deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan to 
serve his country, to protect those who could 
not protect themselves. 

SFC Moses was born on 06 May 1985 in 
St. Charles, Missouri. He graduated from 
Duchesne High School in St. Charles, Mis-
souri in 2003 and enlisted in the United States 
Army on 01 June 2004 as an 18X. He at-
tended Basic Training and Advanced Indi-
vidual Training at Fort Benning, Georgia. Upon 
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completion of the Special Forces Qualification 
Course in 2006, he was assigned to 3rd Bat-
talion, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) at 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky as a Special Forces 
Communications Sergeant. He deployed with 
the Battalion Signal Detachment to Taji, Iraq 
from October 2007 to May 2008 in support of 
Operation IRAQI FREEDOM V. He went on to 
join Special Forces Operational Detachment— 
Alpha 5326, and deployed with them to 
Baqubah, Iraq from January through July 2009 
in support of Operation IRAQI FREEDOM VI, 
and conducted a Joint Combined Exchange 
Training (JCET) exercise to Jordan from Janu-
ary through March 2010. SFC Moses then de-
ployed to Baqubah, Iraq from August 2010 
through March 2011 in support of Operation 
NEW DAWN. Following a short training cycle, 
he returned to Jordan for a second JCET ex-
ercise from October through November 2011. 

Most recently, SFC Moses deployed to 
Baghlan-e-Jadid, Afghanistan from January 
through February 2012 in support of Operation 
ENDURING FREEDOM XVIII. SFC Moses’ 
military education included Airborne School, 
Special Forces Assessment and Selection, 
Survival, Escape, Resistance and Evasion 
Course, Special Forces Qualification Course, 
Ranger School, Jumpmaster School, Basic 
Military Mountaineering Course, and the Ad-
vanced Special Operations Techniques 
Course. SFC Moses’ awards and decorations 
included the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal, Army 
Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 
and Army Achievement Medal. His decora-
tions included the Special Forces Tab, Ranger 
Tab, Combat Infantryman Badge, and Para-
chutist Badge. 

Today, we pay our respects and honor the 
life of Frederic Nicolas ‘‘Nic’’ Moses. His dedi-
cation to his job and fellow soldiers was un-
questionable and unwavering. A hero to many, 
the community of St. Charles, and all who 
have served with him, will miss him. 

To his family, we offer our prayers and grati-
tude for providing the world a great young 
man who made a positive impact on not only 
his community, but communities around the 
world. 

I ask that my colleagues join me today in 
honoring the life of Nicholas Moses. 
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HONORING THE TRINITY VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE LADY 
CARDINALS 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the outstanding 
achievement of the Trinity Valley Community 
College Lady Cardinals as the 2012 National 
Junior College Athletics Association (NJCAA) 
Division I Women’s Basketball Champions. 
This marks the 6th NJCAA Championship for 
the Lady Cardinals. 

In a 69 to 55 victory, the Lady Cards closed 
out their season with a perfect 36–0 record. 
That kind of differential is remarkable and a 
true testament to the great coaching staff of 
Co-Head Coaches Kenya and Michael 
Landers, Assistant Coach Courtney Simmons, 
and Coaching Assistant Jeremy Bonin. Trinity 

Valley Community College President Dr. 
Glendon Forgey, faculty, staff, and students 
are to be commended for their continued con-
tributions to success both on the court and in 
the classroom. 

Team members include: ShaQuita Arnick, 
Jenea Barrett, Starr Breedlove, ShaKayla 
Caples, Taneshia Davis, Keuna Flax, Brittney 
Gill, Ashley Jones, Breanna Lewis, Alice Rob-
inson, and Keiana Vines. 

On behalf of the citizens of Athens and the 
Fifth District of Texas, I am honored to be able 
to recognize the Lady Cardinals in the United 
States House of Representatives. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 112) es-
tablishing the budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2013 and setting 
forth appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
years 2014 through 2022: 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, I rise today 
in strong support of the Congressional Black 
Caucus Alternative Budget for Fiscal Year 
2013. The budget plan outlined by the CBC 
takes a direct and balanced approach to re-
storing America’s promise, achieves fiscal re-
sponsibility and sets a priority to invest in our 
future. 

The CBC Alternative Budget protects Social 
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP, TANF, 
Unemployment Insurance and other programs 
that are vital to the most vulnerable popu-
lations, which are in districts throughout this 
country. 

Although our nation’s economy is showing 
positive signs of growth, this Congress must 
continue to make critical investments in com-
munities to accelerate—not stagger—our re-
covery. 

To that end, the CBC Alternative Budget 
makes smart investments in education, work-
force training, and transportation and infra-
structure projects. These investments are nec-
essary to ensure that America has a skilled 
and educated workforce that is prepared to 
tackle the challenges of the 2ist Century and 
compete with attempts to take American jobs 
overseas. 

Specifically, the CBC Budget will: 
invest an additional $25 billion above the 

President’s budget in Education and Job 
Training in FY 2013 alone; 

provide an additional $5 billion above the 
President’s Budget request for housing pro-
grams, foreclosure assistance, and other im-
portant programs for community development; 

invest an additional $50 billion in job cre-
ating transportation and infrastructure projects 
in FY 2013 alone and provide $155 billion 
above the President’s budget over the next 
decade; and 

increase the maximum Pell Grant award by 
nearly $1,000 over the President’s Fiscal Year 
2013 budget request. 

The CBC Budget acknowledges the deficit 
and pays for domestic priorities by enacting 

tax reform measures to raise nearly $4 trillion 
in new revenue over the next decade through 
the Buffet Rule to ensure that millionaires and 
billionaires pay their fair share in taxes, and 
closes corporate tax loopholes and pref-
erences for corporations that ship American 
jobs overseas. 

The $4 trillion in revenue raised from mil-
lionaires paying their fair share will allow us to 
pay for an extension of tax cuts for hard work-
ing, middle class Americans—providing them 
with more money to feed their families, pay 
their bills, send their kids to school and fill up 
their gas tanks. 

The budget would open an enormous hole 
in our country’s social safety net by largely 
shifting healthcare costs to seniors on Medi-
care, while at the same time giving millionaires 
and billionaires a free pass by giving the rich 
an average tax cut of $150,000. 

In California alone, 5,252,371 seniors would 
be forced onto vouchers when they retire—a 
system that has been shown to be a sub- 
standard version of Medicare. 

The GOP budget will force seniors to pay 
higher premiums in order to access the same 
benefits they would receive under the current 
system. For a typical 67 year-old senior, the 
Ryan budget could increase out-of-pocket 
health care costs by $5,900. 

The GOP budget would decimate our pri-
mary assistance to the poor by cutting $3.3 
trillion from needed programs like Medicaid 
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram. 

In fact, a report conducted by the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities found that 62 per-
cent of proposed cuts in the Ryan budget plan 
come from programs that assist low-income 
individuals. This is the Republican vision: to 
balance the budget on the backs of the sen-
iors and the poor. 

The Ryan budget once again fails the test of 
balance, fairness, and shared responsibility. It 
takes a slash and burn approach to the budg-
et, rather than going line by line to carefully 
examine where cuts and new sources of rev-
enue should be implemented. 

The Ryan budget plan would weaken job 
growth. The Economic Policy Institute found 
that if we were to follow Chairman RYAN’s pro-
posal, 1.3 million jobs would be lost in 2013 
and 2.8 million jobs would be lost in 2014. 

Mr. Chair, the CBC Alternative Budget has 
a better way. We understand that our current 
economic situation calls for a balanced and re-
sponsible approach that protects our fragile re-
covery and invests in our future. 

For these reasons, Mr. Chair, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting for the CBC Alter-
native Budget. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO ROBERT A. 
BRINER 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in trib-
ute to Robert A. Briner, who is retiring this 
week as Chief of the Ventura County, Cali-
fornia, District Attorney’s Bureau of Investiga-
tion. 

Chief Briner has more than 31 years of ex-
perience in law enforcement, 22 of them with 
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